Advocacy Update

On March 23, the provincial government of Saskatchewan tabled its 2011 budget including the spending plan for the Ministry of Tourism, Parks, Culture and Sport (TPCS) which will see increases in several areas of interest to museums.
Most notably is the 74% increase in base funding for the Saskatchewan Heritage Foundation which rose from $289,000 to $504,000, is a step in the right direction. MAS will be looking for a significant proportion of that funding to assist museums at the grassroots level. In addition to this funding increase, SHF has initiated a strategic review which will assist it in planning future directions. This is an important step towards a broader vision for SHF, one where that organization can truly fulfill its mandate to support a wide range of Saskatchewan heritage – including museums.
As well additional dollars were also included for the Royal Saskatchewan Museum to address Occupational Health and Safety issues, as well as support required by the T-Rex Centre in Eastend. 

Third party organizations funded by the Ministry of Tourism, Parks, Culture & Sport, such as the Western Development Museum, Wanuskewin Heritage Park and Saskatchewan Science Centre received a 1.5 per cent increase, which is a standard increase across government. 

The Ministry will also introduce a new Main Street Program for Saskatchewan to be piloted in 4 communities beginning in 2011/12. Finally, funding has been allocated to support the conservation of Saskatchewan’s military history. 

“Museums Association of Saskatchewan welcomes this substantial funding increase and thanks the Ministry for having the foresight to recognize that investment in our heritage assets is an essential part of Saskatchewan’s ongoing growth and development,” says MAS Co-Manager and Director of Museum Development Wendy Fitch. “We look forward to working with the Ministry on future initiatives as the government continues to work with the heritage community in implementing its cultural policy.”
